
CARNIVAL ARTS ANDWILDLIFE

Work your way through and fill in the pages in this book. Show
what you discover about Carnivals and Wildlife and you can
achieve your ARTS AWARD Discover. Many Carnivals are inspired
by the natural world and Carnival makers create and masquerade
in masks and costumes that represent plants and animals. What
wildlife inspires you? What Carnival creature would you be? What
creative things can you do to learn about wildlife? This book has
some interesting ideas, and you can add your own ideas too.

THIS BOOK BELONGS TO

Go Wild-life!
Arts Award Discover

activity book



A Discover

WRITING, DRAWING, PHOTOGRAPHY,
SEWING, PAINTING, MUSIC,
PAPERCRAFT ARE ALL ARTFORMS. 
CAN YOU THINK OF ANY MORE? 
WHICH ONES WOULD YOU LIKE TO
DISCOVER AND TRY? CAN YOU
tHINK OF THREE ART FORMS that
ARE USED IN CARNIVAL?

GO TO GBCARNIVAL.CO.UK AND
DOWNLOAD OR ORDER OUR BAT OR
BUTTERFLY TEMPLATE AND MAKE A
CARNIVAL HEADPIECE.
TAG @GREATBRITISHCARNIVAL AND
#Gbcarnival TO SHARE YOUR
PHOTOS. HERE ARE THE FLEXY SQUAD
DANCERS PERFORMING  WITH
MANDINGA AT BRIDGWATER
CARNIVAL

CARNIVAL ARTS
USE A COMBINATION

Of ART FORMS. WHICH
ONES CAN YOU

THINK OF?

Carnival takes place all over the world. Carnivals in Trinidad,
Rio de Janeiro, Venice and New Orleans all take place on Shrove
Tuesday. This is known as  Mardi Gras in French and they all mark
the beginning of Lent

Identify different
artforms

TAKE PART IN ONE
ARTS ACTIVITY



A ON THIS PAGE USE DRAWINGS, PICTURES OR
NOTES TO SHOW:
THE ARTS ACTIVITY YOU TOOK PART IN
THREE ART FORMS USED IN CARNIVAL 

Bridgwater Carnival in Somerset is more
than 400 years old. It is a Guy Fawkes
Carnival



B Find Out

Mahogany Carnival Arts and Mandinga Arts are two incredible
carnival companies who make spectacular costumes. They bring
costumes and puppets to Carnivals here and abroad.

CLARY SALANDY AND MICHAEL
RAMDEEN ARE THE ARTISTIC
DIRECTORS OF MAHOGANY. THEY ARE
STARS OF NOTTING HILL CARNIVAL
AND CARNIVALS ACROSS EUROPE.
THEIR INSPIRATION ORIGINATES
FROM INVOLVEMENT IN THE TRINIDAD
CARNIVAL, ONE OF THE WORLD’S
MOST MAGNIFICENT CELEBRATIONS.
CLARY IS ALSO THE DIRECTOR OF UK
CENTRE FOR CARNIVAL ARTS. 
FIND OUT MORE AT
MAHOGANYCARNIVAL.COM
here they are in Margate
Carnival 

Mandinga Arts is one of the UK's
top carnival companies. It was
founded by Julieta Rubio and
Charles Beauchamp in 2002 and
they draw on traditions  from
across Europe and South
America to create exciting
performances with dance,
costume and acrobatics.
Find out more at
Mandingaarts.co.uk. Here are
their rainbow monkeys.

MANY PLACES
ACROSS THE UK HAVE
THEIR OWN CARNIVAL.

WHICH IS THE ONE
NEAREST TO YOU?

FIND OUT ABOUT AT
LEAST ONE CARNIVAL ARTIST

AND THE ART THEY MAKE



B WHICH CARNIVAL ARTIST OR GROUP DID YOU FIND
OUT ABOUT? 
HOW DO THEY INSPIRE YOU? 
WHAT DID YOU FIND OUT ABOUT THE CARNIVAL
THAT  IS NEAREST TO YOU?



C Share

Share with others
what you Enjoyed or
learnt through your

arts award

How will you share what you enjoyed?

I made some junk
percussion and showed

the instruments to
my friends and

classmates

I learnt that
carnivals take place all
round the world and
on your doorstep. I

am joining in
the next one

I made a carnival
headpiece to wear

on parade

I learnt about
carnival traditions like
Mas and talked about

them with my
friends. 

I showed my
family my carnival

performance



C USE WORDS, DRAWINGS OR PICTURES TO SHOW
HOW YOU SHARED YOUR WORK WITH OTHERS. 
WHAT DID YOU MAKE OR DO?
WHO DID YOU SHARE WITH?
HOW DID YOU SHARE IT?

When you have completed A, B and C you
have done all the work needed to get
your arts award! Congratulations



More wildlife
fun

Species Where did you see them?

Common
Bluebells

Pipistrelle
Bat

swift

Day

Time

Location

Day

Time

Location

Day

Time

Location

These are 5 flagship plant and animal species that need support.
Some might be found in your garden or local green place, or might
be living in your home, school or work place. See how many you can
spot and keep a note of your findings. 



Just for More
wildlife fun

Species Where did you see them?

wall brown
butterfly

song
thrush

swift

Day

Time

Location

Day

Time

Location

These are 5 flagship plant and animal species that need support.
Some might be found in your garden or local green place, or might
be living in your home, school or work place. See how many you can
spot and keep a note of your findings. 

Share your spotting pics on socials with #gbcgowildlife and tag
@greatbritishcarnival
 

Share your spotting pics on socials with #gbcgowildlife and tag
@greatbritishcarnival
 



swift

Where can I find all this Wildlife?
What about Walthamstow Wetlands, Europe’s largest urban
wetland? Ten reservoirs managed by Thames Water and the
London Wildlife Trust not only provide the drinking water in
your taps but are also home to many different birds and
other wildlife.

What could I see there? 
Now is a great time on the Reserve to
spot birds and their young. Look into
the skies for Swifts,  House Martins
and Swallows who have flown all
the way from Africa for the summer.
Or peer across the water to spot
Tufted Ducks, Herons, Coots, fuzzy
Ducklings and Goslings!

Download a Summer Spotter Sheet from:
www.wildlondon.org.uk/birds-walthamstow-wetlands
 

Walthamstow
Wetlands



swift

What could I do there? 
Cycle, walk or even run around the
Reserve - not all of it though, as
parts of it are closed off so not to
disturb the wildlife.

Stop at the café and enjoy a slice of
cake or pop into the Visitor  Centre
for toilets and a shop filled with
wild goodies.
 
Join one of the events, during the
holidays there are free drop-in family
events, all nature themed with pond
dipping, bug  hunting and craft activities.
There are also weekly walks and
monthly workshops for adults.

For all events listings, please visit:
https://www.wildlondon.org.uk/events

How do I get there?
2 Forest Road, London, N17 9NH
Nestled between Blackhorse Road and Tottenham
Hale Stations, buses 123 and 230 stop right outside
the main entrance on Forest Road. 
Open:
10.30am - 5pm, April - September
10.30am - 4pm, October - March
The Reserve is free to enter and is open
every day (except Christmas Day and Boxing Day).

Sorry dogs are not allowed and all children
under 16 must be accompanied by an adult. The water
is for the wildlife, so no swimming or paddling in
the Reservoirs.

Walthamstow
Wetlands



GREAT BRITISH CARNIVAL

We create vibrant and exciting parades and events. We showcase
the excellence and diversity of all the global Carnival styles here in
the UK. We encourage communities to participate via our Heart
of Carnival creation programme which provides workshops in
making, costume, props,  dance and drumming. You can find out
more about us at gbcarnival.co.uk

To create this guide GBCarnival
teamed up with young Carnival

artist Jimmy Edwards. Great work
Jimmy. We hope you all enjoy the

Carnival activities
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